The Circular Economy Explained to Kids
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A circular economy is a new way of thinking about how we use resources. In a linear economy, we take
resources, make things, and then throw them away. In a circular economy, however, we try to use
resources in a way that does not harm the environment.

According to the United Nations Development Program, the circular economy “aims to minimize waste and
promote a sustainable use of natural resources, through smarter product design, longer use, recycling and more,
as well as regenerate nature.”

There are three main parts to it:

1. Energy and resources: We design products so that they can be used again and again. This means that we
do not waste resources and can keep using them longer.

2. Following nature’s cycles and designs: We try to copy nature’s cycles to use resources in a way that
does not harm the environment.

3. Renewable energy: We try to use renewable energy so that we do not use up all of the planet’s resources.
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The Benefits of the Circular Economy

. Reducing waste: Products are designed to be reused, repaired, and recycled. This means that less waste

is generated, and fewer resources are used to produce new products.

. Conserving resources: A circular economy aims to keep resources in use for as long as possible. By

reusing and recycling materials, we can conserve resources and reduce our reliance on finite resources.

. Reducing greenhouse gas emissions: The circular approach can help reduce greenhouse gas

emissions by reducing the amount of energy needed to produce new products. By reusing and recycling
materials, we can also reduce the amount of waste sent to landfills, which can produce methane — a potent
greenhouse gas.

. Creating new economic opportunities: This approach can create new economic opportunities, such as

repair and refurbishment services, recycling facilities, and new markets for recycled materials.

. Creating jobs: It can also create new jobs in areas such as product design, repair and refurbishment, and

recycling.

. Improving resource security: A circular economy can improve resource security by reducing our

reliance on imported resources and increasing our use of renewable energy.

. Improving environmental quality: By reducing waste and greenhouse gas emissions, a circular

approach can help improve environmental quality, such as air and water quality.

Overall, a circular approach can help create a more sustainable and resilient future by reducing waste,
conserving resources, and creating economic opportunities.

How Can We Encourage People to Adopt a Circular Economy
Mindset?

Circular Economy’s Limitations

There are several challenges and obstacles that can make it difficult to implement “circular practices”. Here are
a few examples:

1.

Economic incentives: In a linear economy, it can be cheaper to produce new products than to repair or
reuse existing ones. This means that there may be fewer economic incentives for businesses to adopt
circular economy practices, especially if they are not required by law or demanded by consumers.

. Lack of infrastructure: Circular economy practices require different types of infrastructure than a linear

economy. For example, a circular economy may require more recycling facilities, repair shops, and waste
collection systems. Without this infrastructure in place, it can be difficult to implement circular economy
practices.

. Consumer behaviour: Consumers may not always be willing to adopt circular economy practices. For

example, they may not want to repair old products or may not be willing to pay more for products made
from recycled materials.

. Limited availability of recycled materials: The availability of recycled materials can be limited,

especially if there is not enough demand for them. This can make it difficult for businesses to source
recycled materials for their products.

. Lack of standardisation: There may be a lack of standardisation in the circular approach. For example,

different countries may have different regulations and standards for recycling, making it difficult for
businesses to operate across borders.

. Technical challenges: There may be technical challenges associated with “circular practices”. For

example, it may be difficult to design products that can be easily repaired or disassembled, or it may be
difficult to recycle certain types of materials.

Despite these challenges, there are many opportunities to overcome them and move towards a more circular
economy. This can include innovation in product design, collaboration between businesses and governments,
and education and awareness-raising among consumers.
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