T1-D: Interpret agricultural data

Agricultural Data

The Australian Government Department of Agriculture makes a report every year that
shows some agricultural data (ABARES 2025, Snapshot of Australian Agriculture 2025,
ABARES Insights, Issue 1, February 2025, DOI: https://doi.org/10.25814/gs4g-ys39).

Here is some of the data from 2025.
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Australian agricultural land use* Total area of Australian agricultural land use**
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What kinds of agriculture is our land used for?
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Livestock & Livestock Products

[ Cereal grains 17%
(7 Oilseeds 5%
(JPulses 3%
(JHay and pasture crops 3%
(JCotton 4%
(JSugar cane 3%
(JWine grapes 1%
@ Fruit and nuts 8%
(JVegetables 7%
(JOther horticulture 4%

Horticulture

B Cattle & calves 16%
@ Sheep & lambs 5%
@ Poultry 5%
@ Pigs 2%
[ | Other livestock 0%
) Milk 7%
Wool 3%
(] Other livestock products 2%
@ Fisheries 4%
(@ Forestry 3%

Amount of money made by each kind of agriculture
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40 — Livestock products

(fell 61%)

@ Meat & live export
(increased 25%)
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Change in the amount of money made by each kind of agriculture
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Questions

1. How much of Australia’s water does agriculture use?

2. What percentage of people are employed in agriculture?

3. Which agricultural products are exported the most?

4. Which agricultural products are exported the least?

5. Fruit and vegetables are an important part of our food. But how much land is used
for them?

6. Why do you think so much of Australia is used for grazing?

7. Fruit and vegetables don’t use much land, but what percentage of farm sales do
they make up?

8. Which kinds of agriculture are we doing much less now than 50 years ago?

Which kinds of agriculture are we doing much more now than 50 years ago?
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